Our Lady of
Lourdes

Primary School

©

Assessment Policy



In God, we are, we know, we act”

Validation grid

Title

Assessment Policy

Author

Heather Kilcommons

Associate Author

curricular

Target Audience All staff
Stake holders Al staff
consulted

Curriculum / non Curricular

Associated Policies /

All subject areas

Documents

New _Po_llcy or _Rewew Review

of existing policy.

Date of Submission March 2026
Date for Review March 2028

Baﬂom (ostaL

Headteacher

Chair of Governors

Barbara Costa

OLOL ASSESSMENT POLICY MARCH 2026 PAGE 2

Fiona Kerin




Rationale

At Our Lady of Lourdes, we believe assessment supports and improves pupils’ learning.

It provides information to improve teaching and learning. By giving children regular

feedback, they understand what they need to do in order to improve. Moderation

helps to achieve reliable judgements about standards. Record keeping, when focused

and manageable, ensures coverage of a broad and balanced curriculum, whilst

facilitating progression and continuity. Assessment underpins planning, learning,

tracking, target setting and effective reporting. Above all, the purpose of assessment

is to ensure that teaching responds to pupils’ needs and that every child is supported

to enjoy learning and to achieve their full potential.

Aims

At Our Lady of Lourdes we aim to:

Identify pupils’ starting points and prior knowledge

enable our children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do
in their learning;

Inform teaching, enabling staff to adapt lessons and provide appropriate
challenge or support

Identify pupils who may need additional support or intervention, including
those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

Provide feedback to pupils so they understand how to improve their learning
Communicate progress with parents and carers that enables them to support
their child’s learning

Monitor progress over time and ensure pupils are developing key knowledge
and skills

Record and analyse formal test results

Provide the Head teacher, senior management team and governors with
information that allows them to make judgements about the effectiveness

of the school ensuring that all pupils make progress and achieve well
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Overview

Alongside statutory assessments, the school will undertake a programme of

internal assessments to support pupils’ learning and progress.

Formative assessments will take place throughout a scheme of work and will

be used to identify pupils’ strengths and gaps in their skills and knowledge.

Formative assessments will be used to identify next steps for learning and

identify pupils who may need more support.

Summative assessments will take place at the start of the academic year and

then on a termly basis and will be used to assess pupils’ knowledge and skills

following completion of a scheme of work.

- Day-to-day formative assessment — to inform teaching and learning on
an ongoing basis.

- In-school summative assessment — to understand pupil performance
at the end of a period of teaching e.g. half termly/termly

- Statutory summative assessment — to understand pupil performance in

relation to national expectations and comparisons.

Some of these include:

Attainment on entry data will be collected within the first half term of a pupil
starting Nursery.

Phonic assessments are completed in Nursery, Y1, Y2 and for children who are
not yet secure/ have not completed a phonic programme and are tracked each
half term using the school’s phonic programme, Little Wandle

Standardised tests in reading are used to track age -related expectations

The use of the Key Stage 1 (KS1) non-statutory tests are used in Year 2 to
inform progress

Baseline assessments are completed in reading and maths is completed by all
classes within the first six weeks of the Autumn Term

Short end of topic tests are used in maths to inform teacher planning

At the end of each term- Autumn, Spring and Summer-, each pupil to complete
an end of term maths test

Writing in Reception to Y6 to be assessed each half term by monitoring pupil

targets at the back of their books
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Monitoring of Assessments
A yearly assessment calendar will outline when formal testing will occur throughout

the year.

Statutory Assessment Timelines

e Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) — within the first six weeks of starting
Reception. This data is used as the starting point for primary progress
measures

e The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) — at the end of Reception

e Year 1: Phonics Screening Check — completed in June

e Year 2: Phonic Screening Re-Check- completed in June

e Year 4: Multiplication tables check — completed in June

e Year 6: KS2 National curriculum assessments in English (reading and
writing; grammar, punctuation, and spelling), and Science — completed in

May

Please note: national curriculum assessments taken at the end of KS1 are no longer
statutory. We will however, continue to use the assessments to inform planning and

track progress of pupils in Year 2.

Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage

e Assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process in the
early years. When assessing whether a pupil is at the ‘expected level of
development’, staff draw on their knowledge of the pupil and their own expert
professional judgement, alongside observations that parents and carers share.

e When undertaking assessment activities, all staff members will use the ‘Early
Years Foundation Stage Profile Handbook’ to ensure that children learn and
develop well, are kept healthy and safe, and have the knowledge and skills they
need to start school.

e The Assessment and Reporting Arrangements (ARA) is also used to support

their judgements.
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At the end of the EYFS (Reception) the school will complete a profile for each
child to summarise and describe children’s learning and development. The
school will assess each child against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) and
provide a commentary describing each child’s skills and abilities against the
three characteristics of effective learning:

- Playing and exploring

- Active learning

- Creating and thinking critically

It provides a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and
abilities, attainment against the early learning goals (ELGSs), and their readiness
for Year 1.

This assessment will take place in the Summer term of the academic year when
a child reaches 5 years old, and no later than 30 June of that term.

The school will share the results with parents and ensure they have an
opportunity to discuss the report with the teacher who completed it. Meetings
with parents will be held within the term in which the profile has been
completed.

Written summaries of children’s attainment will include whether the child’s

attainment level is judged to be ‘emerging’ or ‘expected.’

Phonics Screening Check

The screening check is designed to confirm whether pupils have learnt phonic

decoding to an appropriate standard. The check consists of 20 real words and 20

pseudo-words that pupils read aloud to the check administrator - this will be a member

of the Senior Leader Team.

Pupils will complete practice past papers each half term to track progress
Pupils will be assessed each half term on their phonic knowledge against the
school’s phonic programme: Little Wandle.

Pupils who will have reached age seven by the end of the academic year who
have not taken the check before, or did not meet the expected standard in the
previous year, will also be required to take the check - most pupils will be in
Year 2.
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e Access arrangements ensure pupils with long-term conditions, disabilities, or
specific needs can access the Check. These include: rest breaks, decoding
support of pupils use of sound buttons if they typically use them in class, Use
of cued speech or visual phonics for visual/hearing Impairments and/ modified
versions (e.g., braille, large print

e By the end of the summer term, parents will be informed of their child’s phonics
screening check score. This includes the outcome for pupils who have left the

school, were absent or did not participate in the check.

Multiplication tables check for Y4 (MTC)
The purpose of the check is to determine whether pupils in Year 4 can fluently recall

their multiplication tables up to 12, through a set of timed questions.

e It is delivered as an online, on-screen digital assessment, consisting of 25
times-table questions. It is automatically scored, with results being available to
schools once the assessment window closes.

e At the end of the assessment window, a total score out of 25 will be reported
to each school for all their pupils who took the check.

e There is no expected standard threshold for the MTC.

e The school has a target of each child achieving at least 22 out of 25 to make
good progress

e A practice MTC is completed each half term to inform of progress and to help
the teacher plan and adapt teaching

e Access to the ‘try it out’ area from April is used to make sure pupils have the
necessary support to access the check. This includes opportunities for pupils to
familiarise themselves with the check application and try out any access
arrangements that may be required.

e The Check is administered in June

e The DfE will not publish school level results for the MTC

e Access arrangements may be appropriate for pupils with specific needs who

require additional arrangements so they can take part in the MTC. This includes

pupils:
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with an education, health and care (EHC) plan

with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and who have
related provision and support in school

whose learning difficulty or disability significantly affects their ability to
access the check

who have behavioural, emotional or social difficulties

with English as an additional language (EAL) and limited fluency in

English

e Access arrangements are based on normal classroom practice. They may

include the following: visual adjustments, alternative input devices such as

colour contrast, font size, pause - ‘next’ button between questions, remove on-

screen number pad, audible time alert and or audio version.

Key Stage 2 Standard Assessment Tests (STAs)

KS2 SATs are mandatory, standardised assessments for Year 6 pupils (ages 10-11).

They cover Reading, Maths, and Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling (GPS), with Writing

assessed by teachers.

e Results, available in July, help measure school performance and identify

support needs.

e The school will follow the statutory guidance Key stage 2 tests: test

administration guidance (TAG) when administering key stage 2 (KS2) national

curriculum tests.

e Children will gain practice each half term by complete a practice past SATs

paper for each of the subjects.

e Access arrangements to modify test papers may include the following:

Provide pupils with test materials on coloured paper.

Make enlarged copies of the tests; however, the school will be mindful
of enlarging any maths papers that require pupils to measure a length
or width.

Prepare translations for mathematics.

A different or separate room who require access arrangements will be

used for the participating pupils who require them.

OLOL ASSESSMENT POLICY MARCH 2026 PAGE 8



- If it is difficult to read a pupil’s writing, test administrators will arrange

for the pupil’s papers to be transcribed.

Writing

Writing is assessed through ongoing teacher assessment of pupils’ independent work
over time. Teachers use a range of evidence from English lessons and writing across
the curriculum to evaluate pupils’ ability to apply spelling, punctuation, grammar,

composition and vocabulary for different purposes and audiences.

There is no test for writing. Judgements are based on a body of work and are assessed
against the Teacher Assessment Frameworks provided by the Standards and Testing

Agency for the Department for Education.

To ensure accuracy and consistency, writing assessments are regularly moderated
within school and with other schools or the local authority. These processes support

shared understanding of standards and ensure teacher judgements are reliable.

Writing is formally reported at the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 through

statutory teacher assessment.

Reporting Assessments

e Records will be kept of pupils’ performance in internal assessments.

e The school will inform pupils’ parents about their child’s performance in internal
assessments during parents’ evenings.

e An annual report to pupils’ parents is provided shared and time is given for
parents to discuss the report with their child’s teacher if necessary.

e For KS2, reports will detail the results of any national curriculum tests taken,
including the pupil’s scaled score, and whether they have met the expected

standard.
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SEND

Assessment for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
is inclusive, responsive and focused on progress from individual starting points.
Teachers use a range of formative and summative assessment strategies to
identify barriers to learning and ensure teaching is adapted to meet pupils’
needs.
The school follows the graduated Assess—Plan—Do—Review approach set out in
the SEND Code of Practice by the Department for Education.
Assessment information is used to set clear, personalised targets and to
evaluate the impact of support and interventions.
Interventions include: Toe by Toe- highly structured, multi-sensory, phonics-
based reading intervention designed for struggling readers of all ages, including
those with dyslexia or ADHD., Word Aware and Phonic Catch Up.
Progress is monitored through attainment data, progress towards individual
outcomes, engagement in learning, and wider indicators such as independence,
wellbeing and participation in school life.
Leaders, teachers and the SENDCo regularly review assessment information to
ensure provision is effective, enabling pupils with SEND to access the
curriculum, develop confidence and independence, and achieve their full
potential.
We compare progress data between SEND and non-SEND pupils using:

- Reading, writing, maths progress

- Standardised scores

- Teacher assessments

- Phonics screening results

- End of Key Stage 1 and 2 outcomes

Success does not always mean closing the gap, but demonstrating good progress from

starting points.

In Years 2 and 6, the pre-key stage standards are used to assess pupils working below

the national curriculum, but engaged in subject-specific study. They cover English
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reading, writing, and mathematics, with six standards of attainment, to ensure fair

assessment and progress monitoring for SEN pupils.

If a pupil is working below the standard of these pre-key stage standards, their

outcome is reported using the engagement model.

Publishing assessment results

The school will publish the following information on its website each year:

The average progress scores in reading, writing and maths for KS2

The average scaled scores in reading and maths for KS2

The percentage of pupils who achieved the expected standards or above in
reading, writing and maths for KS2

The percentage of pupils who achieved a high level of attainment in reading,
writing and maths for KS2

Keeping and maintaining records

The school will ensure that the collation, retention, storage and security of all
personal information complies with data protection legislation.

Educational records will be maintained and disclosed to parents at their
request; these records include information about current and former pupils.
The school will also keep curricular records on every pupil, keeping a formal
record of all academic achievements, skills, abilities and the progress they make
at school — these will be updated once a year.

When transferring records to a pupil’s new school, the headteacher will ensure

the statutory requirements for the transfer are fulfilled.
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