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Rationale 
International links excite pupils’ curiosity about cultures and languages other than their own. 
They also extend this curiosity with knowledge about the geography and lives of the countries 
they are linked with. 
It also gives children the ability to reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, 
that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect of different people’s 
feelings and values.   

 
Aims 
At Our Lady of Lourdes we aim: 

 to develop a curiosity and awareness of other cultures and languages other than our 
own 

 to encourage greater involvement in environmental issues  
 to promote the use of ICT in meaningful contexts for the development of 

communication skills with our partners abroad 

 to promote global learners 
 to ensure that global issues are an important part of the lives of our pupils 
 to become active participants in the global community 

 to develop an understanding and appreciation of different faiths and cultural diversity 
in the global communities 

 to provide an added opportunity for the promotion of equal opportunities, racial 
equality and Citizenship  

 
Guidelines 
At Our Lady of Lourdes we will: 

 maintain the International School Award  
 continue to develop our links with schools in other countries in Europe and the rest of 

the world 
 welcome our school teachers and pupils from other countries  
 raise awareness of environmental issues other than those in our locality through joint 

projects  
 continue to integrate the global dimension into the school curriculum by raising staff 

awareness of curriculum links to develop the key concepts of global dimension e.g. 
social injustice, human rights 

 encourage interest and motivation through the provision of first hand experiences of 
life in another country  

 promote communication through writing letters, email and the eTwinning platform to 
friends abroad  

 provide staff with opportunities to compare different teaching and learning styles  
 raise awareness and appreciation of other environments and what is happening in the 

world  
 the International Leader will develop awareness of other cultures within the school 

community, raise staff awareness of projects, partnerships and exchanges in the 
international community and develop curriculum links across the school 

 develop cross-curricular activities with an international theme for all children 
 actively study Spanish from Year 3 to Year 6 
 ensure that the culture of all our families is valued and celebrated 
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To prepare students for life in a diverse global society and work in a competitive global 
economy, we will incorporate 8 Key concepts in cross curricular teaching: 
 
The 8 Key Concepts:  
 
Global Citizenship: gaining the knowledge, skills and understanding of concepts and 
institutions necessary to become informed, active and responsible citizens.  
Conflict Resolution: understanding the nature of conflicts, their impact on development 
and why there is need for their resolution and the promotion of harmony.  
Social Justice: understanding the importance of social justice as an element in both 
sustainable development and improved welfare of all people.  
Values and Perceptions: developing a critical evaluation of representations of global 
issues and appreciation of the effect these have on people’s attitudes and values.  
Sustainable Development: understanding the need to maintain and improve the quality 
of life now without damaging the planet for future generation.  
Interdependence: understanding how people, places, economies and environments are all 
inextricably interrelated and how choices and events have repercussions on a global scale.  
Human rights: knowing about the human rights including the UN convention on the rights 
of the child.  
Diversity: understanding and respecting differences and related these to our common 
humanity  
 
The global dimension will help learners to:  

 explore and make sense of the big issues in the world  

 think critically and creatively about topical and controversial issues think about issues  

 and events and consider them from a range of perspectives  

 communicate with people from a range of countries and cultures  

 develop self-awareness and a positive attitude to difference  

 reflect on the consequences of their own actions now and in the future  

 link learning to taking responsible action  

 participate in society as active and responsible global citizens  
 


